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SUPPRESSION,UNDERTHEPLENARYPOWERS,OFTHE
SPECIFIC NAME " CAESIUS " CLOQUET, 1818, AS
PUBLISHED IN THE COMBINATION "COLUBER
CAESIUS ", FORTHE PURPOSEOF VALIDATING
THESPECIFIC NAME" IRREGULARIS " LEACH,

1819, AS PUBLISHED IN THE COMBINATION
" COLUBERIRREGULARIS " (CLASS

REPTILIA, ORDERSQUAMATA)

RULING : (1) Under the Plenary Powers, the specific

name caesius Cloquet, 1818, as published in the combina-
tion Coluber caesius, is hereby suppressed for the purposes

of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of

Homonymy.

(2) The locaUty for the nominal species Dendrophis

(Philothamnus) semivariegata Smith, 1847, is to be inter-

preted as restricted by Bogert, 1940, namely " Bushman
Flat, Cape Province ".

(3) The under-mentioned specific names are hereby

placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology

as NameNos. 234 and 235 respectively : —(a) irregularis

Leach, 1819, as published in the combination Coluber

irregularis
;

(b) semivariegata Smith, 1847, as published

in the combination Dendrophis {Philothamnus) semi-

variegata (specific name of type species of Philothamnus

Smith, 1847).

(4) The under-mentioned generic name is hereby

placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology

as NameNo. 796 -.^Philothamnus Smith, 1847 (gender :

mascuhne) (type species, by monotypy : Dendrophis

(Philothamnus) semivariegata Smith, IS41).
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(5) The under-mentioned specific name is hereby placed

on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names
in Zoology as Name No. 109 :

—

caesius Cloquet, 1818,

as pubhshed in the combination Coluber caesius, as

suppressed, under the Plenary Powers, under (1) above.

I.— THE STATEMENTOF THE CASE

On 28th March 1951 Dr. Arthur Loveridge {Museum of
Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A.) submitted

an appUcation for the use of the Plenary Powers for the purpose

of validating the specific name irregularis Leach, 1819, as pub-

lished in the combination Coluber irregularis, as against the older

name caesius Cloquet, 1818, as pubhshed in the combination

Coluber caesius This application as subsequently slightly

revised, was as follows :

—

Proposed use of the Plenary Powers to suppress the trivial name
" caesius " Cloquet, 1818, as published in the binominal combina-

tion " Coluber caesius " (Class Reptilia, Order Squamata)

By ARTHURLOVERIDGE
(Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A.)

During the course of a revisionary study of the African Green snakes
commonly referred to the genera Chlorophis Hallowell, 1857 {Proc.

Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1857 : 53) and Philothamnus Smith, 1847

(///. Zool. S. Afr. (Rept.) : pi. hx), I find that the trivial name
(irregularis) of the commonest and most widely distributed member
of the genus Chlorophis is antedated.

2. The trivial name irregularis Leach, 1819 {in Bowditch, Miss.
Ashanti : 494 " Fantee, Gold Coast "), as published in the binominal
combination Coluber irregularis, has been almost consistently apphed
(in combination either with the name Ahaetulla or the name
Chlorophis or the name Philothamnus) to this common reptile since

1858 (Giinther), occurring 113 times in the literature.
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3. However, the stability of the name of this species is threatened by
the trivial name caesius Cloquet, 1818 {Diet. Sci. nat., Paris 11 : 201
" Region of Cape Verde "), as published in the binominal combination
Coluber caesius, a name which has never been used by anyone, other

than its original author Cloquet. The description of caesius conforms

to that of irregularis in all respects, except that the number of its

subcaudals is given as sixty-four, whereas the range for irregularis

is from 97 to 121 , I suggest that the tail of the type specimen of caesius

was truncated, for quite a high percentage of these whip-tailed tree

snakes lose the ends of their tails during hfe. When such a loss occurs

early in hfe, the tail heals over and the terminal point is reproduced,

so that the tail closely resembles its original condition.

4. In further support of the identification of caesius with irregularis,

we have to note that, with the possible exception of semivariegata

Smith, 1847 {Dendrophis (Philothamnus) semivariegata Smith, 1847, ///.

Zool. S. Afr. (Rept.) : pis. hx, Ix, Ixiv, figs, la —b " Bushman Flat,

Cape Province ") irregularis is the only species of the genus which
extends so far west as the region of Cape Verde, the type locality of

caesius.

5. In order to avoid the quite unnecessary confusion and instabihty

which would result from the substitution of the entirely unknown name
caesius Cloquet for the universally accepted name irregularis Leach, I

ask the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature :

—

(1) to use its Plenary Powers to suppress the trivial name caesius

Cloquet, 1818, as pubhshed in the combination Coluber

caesius, for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for

those of the Law of Homonymy
;

(2) to place the under-mentioned trivial names on the Official List

of Specific Trivial Names in Zoology :
—

(a) irregularis Leach, 1819, as pubhshed in the combination
Coluber irregularis

;

(b) semivariegata Smith, 1847, as pubhshed in the combination
Dendrophis (Philothamnus) semivariegata, the type locality

of the species so named to be interpreted as specified

by Bogert, 1940 (Bull. amer. Mus. nat. Hist. 77 : 56)

(trivial name of type species of Philothamnus Smith,

1847)

;

(3) to place the generic name Philothamnus Smith, 1847 (gender :

mascuhne) (type species, by monotypy : Dendrophis (Philo-

thamnus) semivariegata Smith, 1847) on the Official List of
Generic Names in Zoology

;
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(4) to place the trivial name caesius Cloquet, 1818, as published in

the combination Coluber caesius, as proposed, in (1) above, to
be suppressed under the Plenary Powers, on the Official Index

of Rejected and Invalid Specific Trivial Names in Zoology.

II.— THE SUBSEQUENTHISTORY OF THE CASE

2. Registration of the present application : On the receipt of

Dr. Loveridge's letter of 28th March 1951, the question of the

possible use of the Commission's Plenary Powers for the purpose

of preserving the specific name irregularis Leach, 1819, as

published in the combination Coluber irregularis, v^as allotted

the Registered Number Z.N.(S.) 531.

3. Publication of the present application : The present apphca-

tion was sent to the printer in May 1951 and was published on
28th September of that year in Part 3 of volume 6 of the Bulletin

of Zoological Nomenclature (Loveridge, 1951, Bull. zool. Nomencl.

6 : 88—89).

4. Supplementary Note furnished by Dr. Loveridge : In a letter

dated 1 1th May 1951, Dr. Loveridge furnished the following supple-

mentary note on the distribution of Coluber irregularis Leach,

1819 :
" Since filing my application, I have borrowed two snakes

from Dakar, Senegal, that appeared as P. semivariegatus in the

literature. Both proved to be irregularis, i.e. topotypes of

caesius ".

5. Issue of Public Notices : Under the revised arrangements

prescribed by the Thirteenth International Congress of Zoology,

Paris, 1948 (1950, Bull. zool. Nomencl 4 : 50—56), PubUc Notice

of the possible use by the International Commission on
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Zoological Nomenclature of its Plenary Powers in the present

case was given on 28th, September 1951, both in Part 3 of volume
6 of the Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature (the Part in which
Dr. Loveridge's application was pubhshed) and also to the other

prescribed serial pubUcations. The pubhcation of these Notices

elicited no objection to the action proposed.

6. Support received from Professor Dr. R. Mertens (Natur-

Museum u. Forschungs-Institut Senckenberg, Senckenberg-Anlage,

Frankfurt a. M., Germany) : On 24th October 1951, Professor

Dr. R. Mertens {Natur-Museum u. Forschungs-Institut Senckenberg,

Senckenberg-Anlage, Frankfurt a. M., Germany) addressed to the

Commission the following letter in support of Dr. Loveridge's

apphcation (1952, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 6 : 224) :

—

Ich schliesse mich den Ausfiihrungen des herm A. Loveridge an und
befiirworte seinen Antrag um Unterdriickung des Artnamens caesius

Cloquet. Auch stimme ich seinen Vorschlagen um Aufnahme der

von ihm erwahnten Artnamen irregularis und semivariegata in die

Official List of Specific Trivial Names in Zoology und des Gattungs-
namens Philothamnus in die Official List of Generic Names in Zoology
bei.

III.— THE DECISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSIONONZOOLOGICALNOMENCLATURE

7. Issue of Voting Paper V.P.(52)53 : On 22nd May 1952, a

Voting Paper (V.P.(52)53) was issued in which the Members of

the Commission were invited to vote either for, or against, the

proposal " relating to the trivial name caesius, Cloquet, 1818, as

published in the combination Coluber caesius, as set out in Points

(1) to (4) on page 89 in volume 6 of the Bulletin of Zoological

Nomenclature " [i.e. in paragraph 5 of the application reproduced

in the first paragraph of the present Opinion].

8. The Prescribed Voting Period : As the foregoing Voting

Paper was issued under the Three-Month Rule, the Prescribed

Voting Period closed on 22nd August 1952.
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9. Particulars of the Voting on Voting Paper V.P. (52)53 : The
state of the voting on Voting Paper V.P.(52)53 at the close of the

Prescribed Voting Period was as follows :

—

(a) Affirmative Votes had been given by the following sixteen

(16) Commissioners {arranged in the order in which Votes

were received) :

Caiman ; Hering ; Dymond ; Hanko ; Bonnet ; Vokes ;

Pearson ; do Amaral ; Hemming ; Biadley ; Esaki

;

Riley ; Lemche ; Mertens ; StoU ; Boschma
;

(b) Negative Votes :

None
;

(c) Voting Papers not returned, two (2) :

Cabrera^ : Jaczewski.

10. Declaration of Result of Vote : On 23rd August 1952, Mr.

Henmiing, Secretary to the International Commission, acting as

Returning Officer for the Vote taken on Voting Paper V.P.(52)53,

signed a Certificate that the Votes cast were as set out in paragraph

9 above and declaring that the proposal submitted in the

foregoing Voting Paper had been duly adopted and that the

decision so taken was the decision of the International

Commission in the matter aforesaid.

11. On 10th May 1954 Mr. Hemming prepared the RuUng given

in the present Opinion and at the same time signed a Certificate

that the terms of that Ruling were in complete accord with those

of the proposal approved by the International Commission in its

Vote on Voting Paper V.P.(52)53.

After the close of the Prescribed Voting Period, an affirmative vote was received
(on 1st September, 1952) from Commissioner Cabrera.
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12. The following are the original references for the names
placed on the Official Lists and Official Indexes by the Ruhng
given in the present Opinion :

—

caesius. Coluber, Cloquet, 1818, Diet. Sci. nat., Paris 11 : 201

irregularis, Coluber, Leach, 1819, in Bowditch, Miss. Ashanti : 494

Philothanmus Smith, 1847, ///. ZooL S. Afr. (Rept.) : pi. lix

semivariegata, Dendrophis (Philothamnus), Smith, 1847, ///. Zool.

S. Afr. : pis. lix, Ix, Ixiv, figs, la —

b

13. The following is the reference to the pubhcation of the

restricted locality (1953, Copenhagen Decisions zool. Nomencl. :

26—27, Decision 31) of " Bushman Flat, Cape Province " for

the nominal species Dendrophis (Philothalmus) semivariegata

Smith, 1847, specified in the RuHnggiven in the present Opinion :
—

Bogert, 1940, Bull. amer. Mus. nat. Hist. 11 : 56.

14. The application dealt with in the present Opinion was

published in the Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature prior to the

establishment of the Official List of Family-Group Names in

Zoology by the Fourteenth International Congress of Zoology,

Copenhagen, 1953. It has not been possible since then to deal

with this aspect of the present case. This question is, however,

now being examined on a separate File to which the Registered

Number Z.N.(G.) 75 has been allotted.

15. At the time of the adoption of the Ruling given in the

present Opinion, the expression prescribed for the second portion

of the binomen which constitutes the scientific name of a species

was the expression " trivial name " and the Official List reserved

for recording such names was styled the Official List of Specific

Trivial Names in Zoology, the word " trivial " appearing also in

the title of the Official Index reserved for recording rejected and

invahd names of this category. Under a decision taken by the

Fourteenth International Congress of Zoology, Copenhagen,

1953, the expression " specific name " was substituted for the

expression " trivial name " and corresponding changes were made

in the titles of the Official List and Official Index of such names

(1953, Copenhagen Decisions zool Nomencl. : 21). The changes in

terminology so adopted have been incorporated in the Ruling

given in the present Opinion.
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16. The prescribed procedures were duly complied with by the

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature in

dealing with the present case, and the present Opinion is

accordingly hereby rendered in the name of the said International

Commission by the under-signed Francis Hemming, Secretary

to the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, in

virtue of all and every the powers conferred upon him in that

behalf.

17. The present Opinion shall be known as Opinion Three

Hundred and Twenty-Eight (328) of the International Commission

on Zoological Nomenclature.

Done in London, this Tenth day of May, Nineteen Hundred

and Fifty-Four.

Secretary to the International Commission

on Zoological Nomenclature

FRANCIS HEMMING

Printed in England by Metcalfe & Cooper Limited 10-24 Scruttoii St., London EC2


